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pire was one of the most extensive absolutely unprece-
dented in that age. It was as extensive as the Egyptian
during the tallest conquerors of Egypt with Asia up
to the Pamirs and the Caspian, Arabia, Asia Minor,
loina and several islands, part of extreme south-eastern
Europe and the Russian *steppes added to it. From the
Danube to the Jaxartes and from the Caspian and south
Russian steppes to the borders of Nubia in Africa ran
the inarches of the empire of Darius the Great, at once
the model and terror to the tyrants of the west.
Persia and Greece
Khshayarsha (Xerxes) next came to the throne.
But his first duty lay towards Egypt and he took
measures to put down the revolt of Khabbash, Baby-
lon too had shown signs of unrest and had to be put in
its place. Freed from these affairs, Xerxes proceeded
to teach a lesson to Athens and to avenge his father's
privation on the field of Marathon. The march of
the enormous host began in 480 B.c,
In the meanwhile the approaching danger brought
all the Greeks together excepting a few who had al-
ready submitted to the yoke of .Persia. A congress
banned all civil wars and exhorted all the Greeks to
combine to resist the Persians who had massed men
on an unprecedented scale.
Xerxes crossed the Dardanelles by a bridge of
boats. Along the coast moved a huge fleet carrying
supplies. The Persian monarch himself was leading
his enormous hosts. This time the Spartans were
not slow and fourteen hundred of their men, steel
cast into human flesh, under Leonidas stood waiting
to do their job at the narrow pass of Thermopylae,
a mountainous district leading from Thessaly into the
southern provinces. The Greeks intended to send
reinforcements before the Persians arrived. But the
Persians arrived a little too soon and the little force